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I began kindergarten at Mount Aviat Academy in 1957.  
I remember in those days, as the kindergarten was 
rather new and most families only had one car, the 

Sisters would pick us up in a station wagon and bring us 
to school. Sister Mary Vincent was one of my teachers. 
I remember laughing as I was running up and down the 
hill by the building during our recess. It’s the same hill I’m 
walking now at the age of 70—much slower than 65 years 
ago. There was no grade school then, but I did come back 
to attend high school from 1966 through 1970. MAA was 
an all-girls college preparatory school at the time and the 
curriculum was based on that premise. During preparation 
for the Christmas bazaar, the students gathered crows feet 
from the woods and we made garland to string around 
the school. It was a sight to behold and very special to the 
student body. We studied, had service hours, helped the 
Sisters, and truly learned to live the Salesian spirit. Those are 
days that I remember fondly. 

Throughout the years, my own son attended Mount Aviat, 
as well as his son, numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
Our family’s commitment was because we recognized the 
hard work, support, and kindness of the Sisters; the serene 
environment in which to learn; the value of a community 
built on faith; and respect toward one another. Even as I 
dropped my grandson off at school in the mornings, I never 
hesitated to walk slowly back to my car, take in the beautiful 
surroundings, breathe deeply, and say a silent prayer. He 
graduated this year, but I will continue to support Mount 
Aviat and the Sisters that have dedicated their lives in the 
hope of giving children the foundation for a good life. I’ve 
been in real estate for almost 25 years and am currently 
affiliated with Keller Williams in Elkton as an Associate 
Broker, but will always make time to continue to volunteer at 
the various functions with my Mount Aviat Academy family. 
It brings me much joy to give back to a school that gave me 
so much.
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