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Despite the threat of rain, we were blessed with a beautiful 
autumn morning on October 17, 2022 as we welcomed 
nearly 100 golfers, guests, and volunteers to Newark 

Country Club for the MAA Golf Tournament. Our attendees 
included current school parents and grandparents, special friends of 
our school, and a record number of alumni and alumni families. Our 
golfers were treated to lunch packed in the new MAA cooler bags 
before heading out on the course. Much fun was had during play, 
especially at the air cannon station staffed by Sr. Joseph Anne and 
Sr. Joseph Margaret. Several of the Sisters were spotted taking a few 
swings at the driving range, as well. 

Dinner and dessert were delicious. Following dinner were two 
very special speakers. Alumna Adrienne Peticca ’22 spoke about 
how Mount Aviat prepared her well for high school and her fond 
memories at MAA. Current student Vincent Peticca ’28 told everyone 
why he loves being at MAA. Although that was a tough act to follow, 
we continued the evening by drawing our 50/50 raffle winner who 
took home over $1,100! Several guests took home silent auction 
packages, including a Tory Burch tote, a craft beer basket, and a 
3-piece bistro table and chairs set. 

SISTERS PRACTICE THEIR SWINGS
IN MAA GOLF TOURNAMENT

Continued on page 3.



FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK:

As the opening bell rang on August 29th, 
another sound filled the halls on the 
first day of school. Not just the sound of 

children buzzing with first day anticipation. It was 
the sound of excavators beeping and digging up 
the ground directly behind the science lab! And 
although the sounds were not quite conducive to 

teaching young children, the sounds were glorious because they meant that 
the new addition to the school, the Hammond Hive (see photo below), was 
finally underway! After months of planning and delays, the new learning 
space was becoming a reality. As this issue goes to print, the Hive will be 
complete and we hope you will visit us soon to see it for yourself—our 
annual Open House event is coming up on February 26th from 2-4 p.m. 

As the school year began, there was also a buzz of excitement as we 
welcomed several new staff members: Mrs. Alison Andrews, Kindergarten 
teacher; Dr. John Kennedy, Social Studies and ELA; Mrs. Joann Saltysiak, 
Art teacher; Mrs. Shayln Duggal, Interventionist; Ms. Jennifer Senkevich, 
Resource teacher; and Mrs. Soraya Beltran, Spanish. They all quickly 
transitioned into their roles and bring great spirit and energy to our school. 

As you will read in this issue, we were excited to continue the tradition 
of the MAA Golf Tournament in October and I personally even took some 
swings, along with a few other brave Sisters! We look forward to keeping 
this annual tradition going. We also welcomed guests back in person for 
the annual Roast Beef dinner in September and even more friends for our 
60th Christmas Bazaar. The Friends also hosted their first Fall Fest, which 
was a great success (see page 10). Finally, we celebrated a special Salesian 
Mass with Bishop Koenig on October 12th to commemorate the fourth 
centenary of the death of Saint Francis de Sales (see pages 6-7 for more 
detail about this event). 

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers for supporting us through all of 
our special events, school activities, sports programs, and so much more. You 
model for our students what it means to Live Jesus and give no more and 
no less than your best, and on behalf of the Oblate Sisters and our faculty 
and staff, I want to express my gratitude for each and every one of you.

Yours in Christ,

Sister John Elizabeth Callaghan, OSFS

Mount Aviat Academy

399 Childs Road, Childs, MD 21916
410.398.2206 (main)
877.398.8063 (fax) 
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Thank you to our staff and parents for volunteering your time 
and talents to photograph school events. 

MISSION
The Mission of Mount Aviat Academy is threefold:

  to provide instruction in the message of Christ, 
according to the teachings of the Catholic Church, 
within the context of the gentle and caring spirit of 

St. Francis de Sales;

  to offer an educational environment that promotes 
high academic standards;

  to instill the principles of scholarship, citizenship and 
service in the minds and hearts of the students.

Educating students to be 
no more and no less 

than their best.
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A special thank you goes out to our Golf Tournament 
Committee: Co-chairs Tom Petrella and Lou Peticca, Karen Novak, 
Taylor Akers, Kathy Keogh, Chris Doordan, Joan Fassano, Sr. 
Anne Elizabeth, and Sr. Joseph Anne. We are also grateful to the 
businesses and individuals who sponsored our event, who are listed 
in the sidebar. 

The proceeds from this year’s tournament will help outfit the 
Hammond Hive with flexible seating and technology to enhance 
collaboration and problem-solving during STEM projects and active 
learning. Thank you, again, to everyone who supported the event! 
We’ll see you next year…save the date of October 2, 2023!

Martuscelli Restaurant Group

Capitol Environmental 

Premier Auto & Tire 

Dever Law Group  

Remline 

Patti Maloney of Keller Williams Realty

  Mr. and Mrs. Mike Hanby   •  Moon Air Inc. 

Domain Spa & Salon  •  Newark Dental Associates 

American Home & Hardware  

The Haverford Trust  •  MAA Board of Trustees 

Oblate Sisters of St. Francis de Sales

 Mr. and Mrs. Michael Keogh 

MAA Faculty & Staff  •  McCool Insurance 

The Aviat Foundation  •  Mr. Tom Petrella 

Mrs. Christine Doordan  •  Saint Mark’s High School 

Rush Uniform, Inc.  •  ServiceMaster by ARTec 

Friends of the Oblate Sisters 

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Seigel  •  Vlamis Liquors

 Advant-Edge Solutions of Middle Atlantic, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Locke  •  Formal Affairs 

The Locke Family  •  Rodek Dental Arts 

Parkway Dry Cleaners  •  Mario’s Pizza

 The Oblate Sisters and  
Immaculate Heart of Mary School in Towson

2022 Tournament Sponsors& Silent Auction Contributors

Thank you!
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On Friday, October 28, MAA students and staff 
gathered together for an impromptu assembly 
in St. Joseph’s Hall. To their delight, Principal 

Sr. John Elizabeth shared that our very own Ms. Meghan 
O’Connor had been voted Best Teacher in Cecil County, 
Maryland in the Cecil Whig Reader Approved 2022 issue! 
Students and teachers alike erupted in applause as Ms. 
O’Connor was presented with flowers and an amazing 
teacher basket. No one could say that they were surprised, 
though, that Ms. O’Connor would receive such recognition. 
She has taught numerous 2nd grade students over her 19 
years at Mount Aviat Academy and as students reflect 
on their time here, Ms. O’Connor is usually at the top of 
their list; her gentleness, kindness, and soft-spoken manner 
exemplify what it means to teach with Salesian spirituality. 
Shortly after Sister’s announcement, classes made celebratory 
gifts for Ms. O’Connor including beautiful wordles about 
her, congratulatory cards, and the following poem: 

MS. O’CONNER VOTED
BEST TEACHER!

To our dear Ms. O’Connor 

Ms. O’Connor voted best teacher this year
Is helpful, nice, kind, and considerate to all.

She leads by example:  respectful, charming, fun and dear,
Always gentle, prayerful, understanding as she answers her call.

Teaching, her chosen vocation each day
Makes school joyful, positive, fun and fair.

Living Jesus, gently guiding students along the way,
Having students guessing what unique things are to come.

We are blessed to see Ms. O’Connor each day.
Her loving tone, gentle manner and prayerful action.

We honor all her understanding and kind ways
And thank her for teaching each of us, LIVE JESUS.

Lovingly composed by the 6th Grade
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MOUNT AVIAT AWARDED SAFETY GRANT

In April of 2022 Governor Larry Hogan announced 
nearly $10 million in grant awards through the new 
Community Safety Works program to more than 

300 business districts and nonprofit organizations across 
Maryland. Mount Aviat is excited to announce that we have 
been awarded a safety grant through this program in the 
amount of $23,504.00.

Neighborhood safety grants were awarded in two 
categories: business district improvements and facility 
improvements that support projects and activities to make 
public and private spaces safer. This includes auto and 
pedestrian circulation improvements by slowing traffic so 
streets are pedestrian friendly; “This new initiative will help 
make Maryland’s communities more welcoming and secure 
for residents and visitors alike.” 

As you walk or drive around Mount Aviat’s campus you 
will see our new solar-powered flash alert signs at drop off 
locations as well as where children are crossing the carpool 
lane. With over 230 students, our campus can get quite 
busy and we are committed to ensuring the safety of all our 

students, families, and staff. In addition, Mount Aviat hosts 
athletic and community events so these new devices will 
allow for better pedestrian and auto safety at these times.

We are grateful to Mike and Katie Snyder, parents of 8th 
grader Kendle, for the installation of the equipment.

MAA 5K & SISTER WALK RETURNS APRIL 23!
Join MAA school families and members of the surrounding community 

for the MAA 5K & Sister Walk on Sunday, April 23! Information 
regarding registration will be coming soon to www.mountaviat.org. 
Each race participant will receive a T-shirt, proudly displaying the 

name and logo of any organization/business donating a minimum of 
$250. Sponsors will also be included in the MAA newsletter and on 

the corner sign as a means of recognizing your goodness and thanking 
you for your partnership. Sponsors are still welcome!  

For questions or sponsorships, please contact  
the 5k committee chair, 

 Janie Trumbull 
janietrumbull@gmail.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
February 26 Open House, 2-4 p.m. 
March 4 Auction
March 25  Sports Celebration, 2-4 p.m.
April 4 Three Trees Lenten Presentation 
April 23  5K and Sister Walk 
April 25 Awards Assembly Gr 1-7
April 27 Volunteer Appreciation 
May 10  Grandparents’ Day & Spring Show
May 24  Family Celebration 6:30-8:00 p.m.
June 1  Eighth Grade Graduation

Visit www.MountAviat.org for more info.
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Celebrating the 4th centenary of the death of St. 
Francis de Sales has been central to Mount Aviat 
this year. The byline MAA adopted—Be Strong…

Be Gentle…Be You—is evident throughout the school on 
bulletin boards, apparel, and creative writing. His gentle 
spirit, summed up in these few words, animates the spiritual 
life at MAA.

The highlight of the year was celebrating Mass with 
Bishop Koenig, associates from the Diocesan offices, parents, 
and friends. The students’ enthusiasm and spirit lifted up the 

prayer. As one priest in attendance commented, “This Mass 
was fun!” Mount Aviat is honored to have St. Francis de Sales 
as patron of its diocese, and the music and songs chosen for the 
special celebration brought his legacy to life. Bishop Koenig 
encouraged all in attendance to look to St. Francis de Sales, 
imitate his little virtues, and make them our own.

Following Mass, Bishop Koenig and guests were gifted 
with an apron with the special theme for the year. The school’s 
faculty, staff, and students received special bright yellow 
t-shirts as a remembrance and continue to wear them each 

BE STRONG…BE GENTLE…BE YOU
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Mount Aviat’s soccer program led by Soccer 
Coordinator, Janie Trumbull, continues to thrive 
with a notable uptick in new student athletes. 

The MAA Varsity Team coached by Janie Trumbull, J.R. 
Wikes, and Jimmie Davis recorded an 8-1-1 regular season 
and capped things off by winning the C2 Championship 
game against a higher seeded Christ The Teacher 1. The JV 
Team coached by Tim Getz, Patti Poet, and Dana Berry was 
undefeated in the regular season and finished 3rd overall in 
the JV tournament. We are excited to see both teams develop 
this season and look forward to next year.

The success of the 2022 girls Volleyball program was 
driven by the commitment of parents, coaches, and the new 
Volleyball Coordinator, Mrs. Jennifer Fritts. The volleyball 

program supported 28 players across three teams that 
competed at the Varsity and JV levels. All teams played with 
tremendous heart and hustle. The JV teams were successful 
learning basic skills and sportsmanship under the guidance 
of fantastic volunteer coaches: JV #1 (6th grade) coached by 
Colin and Leah Bradley and our beginning level JV #2 (4th 
and 5th grade) coached by the dedicated Brian and Mary 
Turbide, Mike and Meghan Handy, and Jenny Tyler. The 
Varsity team excelled in the season with new and experienced 
players under the coaching guidance of Nicole Greenplate 
and Amanda Truitt. We look forward to growing our 
volleyball program with our new players and coaches while 
wishing the very best to our 8th graders as they move onto 
high school teams.

SOCCER SCORES ANOTHER CYM CHAMPIONSHIP,
VOLLEYBALL CONTINUES TO SERVE UP THE FUN

month as a reminder of the special day and the motto. This 
jubilee celebration continues throughout this year as Mount 
Aviat celebrates his feast day and Catholic Schools Week in 
January. As our new addition, the Hammond Hive, draws 
near to completion, the staff eagerly anticipates opening the 
Hive and bringing the teachings of St. Francis de Sales to a 
new level.  

December 28th, the actual date of the death of St. 
Francis de Sales, brought the greatest gift Pope Francis could 
give to each of us: an Apostolic Letter written in his honor. 
Entitled “Totum Amoris Est,” Pope Francis reminds us that 
“Everything Depends on Love.”

Our Holy Father ended this Apostolic Letter with a 
profound teaching for each of us: Truly, charity never fails. 
Cultivate it then, and thinking holy thoughts, bring forth fruits of 
justice. And if you should discover anything else in praise of charity 
beyond what I have said here, let it become evident in your life. 
All this was supremely evident in the life of the saintly Bishop of 
Annecy, and now, once more, it is entrusted to each of us. May the 
celebration of the fourth centenary of his death help us to venerate 
Saint Francis de Sales with devotion, and through his intercession 
may the Lord bestow the abundant gifts of the Spirit upon the 
journey of his holy and faithful People.
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1. Seventh-grade teacher Mrs. Erin Dymowski enjoys a cool treat with 4th graders Courtney Nonn and Hayden Andrews at the Ice Cream Social hosted by the 
Friends each August. 2. Thomas Crouse and Marshall Jenkins are ready for the first day of PreK4 at Mount Aviat! 3. MAA’s Class of 2023 recites their personal 
prayer for the school year at the annual Living Rosary in October. 4. MAA hosts the second annual Pet Parade which even includes goats in their own MAA 
uniforms! 5. Finley Reil and Joseph Goodwin represent the MAA PreK4 police force at the Halloween parade. 6. Eighth grader Gabriel Parr helps his Kindergarten 
buddy Wesley Carlaw carve a pumpkin after completing some fun math activities all involving pumpkins. 7. Fourth graders enjoy a field trip to Mount Harmon 
Plantation as an extension of their Social Studies exploration of life in Colonial America. 8. Fourth grader Mia Renner gives weaving a try as she participates in 
Colonial American life activities. 9. PreK3 students enjoy a visit from the Singerly Fire Company, especially meeting their mascot Sparky. 10. PreK4 student Dudley 
Pratt is in awe of Kindergartner Olivia Vlamis’ costume at the Thanksgiving meal that these classes share with one another each year. 11. The doves, played by first 
graders Savannah Crowley and Dylan Rueda, perch on their rafters and prepare to deliver their song. 12. PreK3 and PreK4 students join together for the first time 
on stage to showcase their musical talents and spread Christmas joy with a medley of heartwarming songs. 13. The three kings—played by Matthew Rapposelli, 
Nicholas Papaleo, and Michael Zanes–come bearing gifts for Jesus in the annual lower school Christmas show. 14. First graders excitedly shop for gifts for their 
families at the Secret Santa Shop. 15. Sixth graders Jocelynne Swartz, Olivia Hansen, Khloe Proctor, and Abigail Parr showcase their talents at their Egyptian 
society exhibit including clothing they sewed. 16. Sixth graders Nicholas Veasey, John Sposato, and Nikolai Kovall showcase their Egyptian architecture exhibit to 
visitors at the sixth grade Egyptian museum. 17. Eighth grader Gabe Parr helps explain the true meaning of Christmas using symbols such as the Christmas wreath 
during the annual Crib Ceremony. 18. Fourth graders Lucas McAneny-Droz, Carter Poet, and Yujia Wang eagerly await the start of their Christmas Band Concert. 19. 
Fifth graders showcase their Christmas spirit with fun Christmas attire and accessories at the Crib Ceremony. 20. Band Director Mr. John Spangenburg warms up 
MAA band members before their Christmas concert. 21. Kindergartners don school uniforms and even a habit for their Christmas show, truly looking like the parts 
they are playing. 22. Eighth graders help get the school in the Christmas spirit by baking decorating Christmas cookies for each class.
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THE FUND FOR MOUNT AVIAT 

The Fund for Mount Aviat continues to be one of the 
main sources of funding in the school’s operating budget. 
The Fund helps us to manage the increasing costs of 
educating a student, which tuition alone does not cover. 
It also supports our efforts to consistently enhance our 
curriculum and technology, and improve compensation 
for faculty and staff. 

Thank you to the more than 200 donors who have 
already contributed during the 2022 – 2023 school year. 
We have raised $76,063.33 toward our goal of $150,000 
as of mid-January. 

To make a gift to The Fund for Mount Aviat, please scan 
the QR code below
or send a check to MAA at  
P.O. Box 85, Childs, MD 21916. 

For more information, please 
contact Karen Novak at 
advancement@mountaviat.org  
or (410) 398-2206 ext. 218.

Friends
NEWS

1. Dedicated Friends Kathy Keogh, Joan Fassano, Bonnie Baynes, Pat Seigel, 
and Ellen Kimura are all smiles as they prepare a delicious roast beef dinner 
for the return of the in-person event. 2. PreK4 student Paislee Howell enjoys 
crafts and activities at the Friends’ first ever Fall Fest event. 3. Kindergartners 
Brooklyn Dunlap and Olivia Vlamis help PreK3 student Anthony Vlamis get in 
the Halloween spirit at the Fall Fest. 4. A team of Friends celebrate the success 
of the 60th Christmas Bazaar with Santa.

DOES YOUR EMPLOYER OFFER 
MATCHING OF CHARITABLE GIFTS?
These are some of the organizations that manage employee 
contributions and matching gifts for employees of Constellation, 
Vanguard, Exelon, Bank of America, JPMorgan Chase, Verizon, 
and many others. Check with your employer and see how you can 
increase the impact of your gift.
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Carolyn Fritz ’11 married Eric Ryan on 
October 14, 2022. Leah Fritz ’13 was 
a proud sister and maid of honor. Mother 
of the bride Gina Fritz, shown here with 
her husband John at the wedding, was a 
teacher at Mount Aviat for over 20 years 
until she just recently moved back to the 
Baltimore area. Carolyn’s grandfather, 
Father Greg Rapisarda, presided over the 
ceremony with con-celebrant Father John 
Rapisarda, Carolyn’s uncle.

Dave Greenplate Jr. ’19 completed Army 
basic training in August 2022 at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri after enlisting in the 
Maryland National Guard. Dave was recently 
awarded his Eagle Scout rank and was 
accepted at Towson University where he will 
study supply chain management. 

Don’t forget to like our Facebook page (Mount Aviat Academy Alumni Association) and follow MAA on Twitter and Instagram 
@MountAviat. If you have alumni news you would like to share, please contact Mrs. Charlene Nichols, Admissions Director, 
at Admissions@MountAviat.org.

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

Lisa DelCoglin Price ’00 and 
husband, Chris, welcomed their 
second son, Colton Richard, on 
November 17, 2022. Big brother 
Christopher loves his new brother 
and playmate! 

Brianna Segner ’10 was married 
on December 3, 2022, in Newark, 
Delaware, to Mark Rome. Brianna’s 
sister, Jillian Segner ’12, was 
at her side as her maid of honor. 
Brianna recently earned her 
Masters of Special Education K-12 
and works as a special education 
teacher. She is thankful for the 
beliefs and values that MAA 

instilled in her. Brianna’s 
mother, Francine Segner, is a 
devoted aide in Kindergarten 
at Mount Aviat.

Congrats to the following 8th graders 
who earned scholarships to Catholic high schools: 
Salesianum: Elijah Landis, Hayden Simbulan, Hendric Simbulan 
St. Mark’s High School: James Davis for Excellence in  
Performing Arts (Vocals), Elijah Landis, Gabriel Parr,  
Hayden Simbulan for Excellence in Theology, Hendric Simbulan.
St. Elizabeth High School: Hayden Simbulan, Hendric Simbulan.
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Who’s Ready for a Great School Year at MAA?
PreK3, PreK4, and Kindergarten students are excited to make friends—and play with bubbles—at the annual Ice Cream Social held 

each August to welcome new students.
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